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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the August 12, 2015 Meeting

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   !
Draft Minutes from this meeting was emailed to all TAC members.  Any changes requested by TAC 
members have been included in the attached version.   !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!
ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Approve the minutes
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  D-R-A-F-T 
MINUTES !

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 
Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

August 12, 2015 !!
Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Rick Riedl (via telephone) 
California American Water – Roger Hulbert 
City of Monterey – Norm Green (via telephone)  
Laguna Seca Property Owners – No Representative 
MPWMD – Joe Oliver 
MCWRA – No Representative 
City of Del Rey Oaks – No Representative 
City of Sand City – Leon Gomez (via telephone) 
Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative !
Watermaster 
Technical Program Manager - Robert Jaques !
Consultants 
HydroMetrics – Derrik Williams (via telephone) !
Others 
None 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
The meeting was convened at 1:40 p.m. after a quorum had arrived. !
1. Public Comments 
There were no public comments.     !
2. Administrative Matters: 

1. Approve Minutes from the July 15, 2015 Meeting 
On a motion by Mr. Hulbert, seconded by Mr. Riedl, the Minutes were unanimously approved.  Mr. 
Oliver had not attended that meeting and abstained. !

2. Notes From July 14, 2015 Salinas River Groundwater Basin Investigation Model TAC 
Meeting 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. Mr. Williams reported that sea level 
rise was probably included in the Watermaster’s Model (but he would need to check to confirm that) but 
climate change had not been included.  It was reported that the USGS is developing climate change 
information that could be used in models.  There was consensus that the same climate change 
information should be included in the Watermaster’s Model as is being included in the Salinas River 
Groundwater Basin Model.    Mr. Hulbert reported that NOAA is also working on developing climate 
change data.  Mr. Williams recommended using the same data source(s) as the consultants preparing the 
Salinas River Groundwater Basin Model use, for consistency between the two models.  Mr. Hulbert 
noted that there is a lot of subjectivity in developing climate change forecasts.    There was consensus to 
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hold off on making climate change revisions to the Watermaster’s Model until the new climate change 
information from these agencies becomes available. !!!
3. Report on Board’s August 25, 2015 Discussion of Work Plan to Address Findings of Laguna 

Seca Modeling Work 
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.  There was brief discussion of some of 
the topics covered in this Agenda item. !
4. Request for Service to HydroMetrics WRI to Perform Modeling 
Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item. !
Mr. Williams reported that he would pick two points in time to prepare the maps showing the location of 
the flow divide.  The times he picks will be the most recent one for which data is already included in the 
Model, and a point in time 5 years after that.   !
Mr. Hulbert reported that 2019 is the most recent projection of when the MPWSP will begin operation.  
Mr. Williams will edit the draft scope of work for this RFS to clarify the basis for selecting the two 
points in time mentioned above, and will provide language in those edits to respond to Mr. Hulbert’s 
request that a statement regarding the significance of performing this modeling be included therein.  
With these edits being made on a motion by Mr. Hulbert, seconded by Mr. Oliver, the TAC unanimously 
recommended that the Board approve this RFS. !
5. Initial Discussion Regarding Scope of Work for Monitoring and Management Program 

(M&MP) for FY 2016 
Mr. Jaques invited TAC members to raise questions or comments regarding the draft M&MP, and 
discussion on the following items ensued (refer to the meeting agenda packet for a description of each of 
these items): !
Task I.2.b.2:  Mr. Oliver reported that dataloggers now cost approximately $700 each and that they have 
an approximate useful life of about 5 years.  He recommended that the budget for this Task include 
money for possible replacement of dataloggers that are already in use, but that no new dataloggers 
needed to be installed.  Mr. Jaques will get specific information on this from Mr. Oliver and include it in 
the  version of the M&MP that will be presented to the TAC for its approval at the September 9 TAC 
meeting. !
I.2.b.3:  Mr. Oliver recommended that the budget for this Task include money for ongoing maintenance 
and repair of the sampling equipment.  Mr. Oliver also reported that groundwater levels at the Laguna 
Seca Driving Range well have dropped so far that during the most recent sampling event the existing 
sample pump was no longer able to obtain a sample from this well.  He went on to say that this is an 
important sampling location in the Basin and that a new pump will need to be obtained for use on this 
well.  He estimated that a new pump would cost on the order of $2,000.  Mr. Jaques will get specific 
information on these issues from Mr. Oliver and include it in the  version of the M&MP that will be 
presented to the TAC for its approval at the September 9 TAC meeting. !
I.2.b.5:  Mr. Oliver reported that while there are few wells near the northern and eastern perimeters of the 
Basin from which monitoring data can be obtained, he did not feel that any additional monitoring wells 
would need to be added in FY 2016.  
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!
I.3.c:  Mr. Oliver said he that at this point in time he did not see any need to update the BMAP in FY 
2016.  However, with so many things going on involving water issues in the Basin, it would be good to 
keep money in this Budget line-item so it is available if a decision is made during FY 2016 to update the 
BMAP. !
I.4.c:  Mr. Williams reported that sea level rise has already been incorporated into the SIAR development 
process.  There was consensus to hold off on incorporating climate change impacts, as discussed under 
Agenda Item No.2.B.  [Note:  Subsequent to this meeting Mr. Williams corrected himself by reporting 
that sea level rise had not been incorporated into the SIAR.] !
6. Schedule  
Mr. Jaques reported that there were no significant revisions to the Schedule this month. !
7. Other Business  
Mr. Oliver reported that as part of implementing the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA) the Department of Water Resources (DWR) is developing a list of critically overdrafted basins 
in the State.  After telephone conversations between MPWMD and DWR staff, and Watermaster and 
DWR staff, DWR staff determined not to include the Seaside Basin in that list.  Mr. Oliver noted that 
being included on the list accelerates the deadline to prepare a Groundwater Sustainability Plan, but 
could enhance the outlook for getting funding assistance to prepare such a Plan.  However, adjudicated 
basins, such as the Seaside Basin, are exempt from the requirement to prepare a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan.  He went on to report that when DWR does its next update to Bulletin 118 it may be 
desirable to reconsider the status of the Seaside Basin, and whether it should be included in the list at 
that time.  He also reported that procedures are currently under development by DWR for making 
changes to basin boundaries.  He said he felt some revisions to the Seaside Basin boundary may be in 
order once those procedures have been developed and promulgated for use. !
8. Set Next Meeting Date 

Mr. Green reported that the next regular meeting date for the TAC, September 9, 2015, is Admissions 
Day and that is a holiday for the City of Monterey, so he would not be available to attend the meeting if 
it is held on that date.  All other TAC members reported that their entities do not take that as a holiday, so 
they will be working as usual.  There was consensus to leave the meeting date unchanged.  Therefore, the 
next regular meeting was set for Wednesday September 9, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. at the MRWPCA Board 
Room.   !
The meeting adjourned at 2:33 p.m. !!!!!!!!!!
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM: 3

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Work Plan for FY 2016 Management and Monitoring 
Program (M&MP) and FY 2016 and 2017 M&MP Operations and 
Capital Budgets

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques
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The Schedule calls for the TAC to approve the proposed Management and Monitoring Program 
(M&MP) Work Plan and Budgets at its September 2015 meeting.  Attached are the proposed M&MP 
2016 Work Plan, and the proposed M&MP Operations and Capital Budgets for 2016 and 2017.  The 
Board has asked that two-year budgets be developed to alert the Board to potential changes in scope 
and/or cost in near future years.   !
The M&MP 2016 Work Plan which is attached reflects revisions resulting from the TAC’s discussion 
when it reviewed the Draft M&MP 2014 Work Plan at its August 12, 2015 meeting, as well as 
subsequent input from HydroMetrics and MPWMD.   !
Changes in costs from the draft version contained in the August 12 agenda packet are: 

Task M.1.e:  This Task has not been used in recent years.  Its budget amount was reduced, but not 
eliminated, in case some work of this type is necessary in 2016. 

Tasks I.2.a.1and I.2.b.6:  Private Consultant services have not been needed for these Tasks in the 
past, so no Private Consultant services for these Tasks are included in the 2016 budget. 

Task I.2.a.2: This task that was completed in 2015 and no further work on this Task is expected to 
be required in 2016. 

Task I.2.b.2:  Costs to replace two dataloggers @ $750 each, plus $100 for installation parts, have 
been included in this task. 
 Task I.2.b.3:  The cost of $2,000 to replace the sampling pump used at the Laguna Seca Driving 
Range well, and $1,000 to perform additional water quality testing at one of the Watermaster’s sentinel 
wells, have been included in this task. 

Task I.3.c:  The budget for this Task was increased at the suggestion of HydroMetrics to reflect 
increases in hourly rates for their staff members who would work on this assignment, if the 
Watermaster determines that this Task should be performed in 2016. !

As indicated by the right-hand column titled “Comparative Costs from 2015 Budget” in the proposed 
2016 M&MP Operations Budget in Attachment 2, the proposed Budget is $35,040 lower ($313,454-
$278,414) than the 2015 Budget.   !
Following TAC approval of the Work Plan and Budgets, they will be forwarded to the Board for their 
approval at the Board’s October 2015 meeting. !!!
AGENDA ITEM: 3 (Continued)
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
ATTACHMENTS: 1. Proposed 2016 M&MP Work Plan 

2. Proposed 2016 and 2017 M&MP Operations Budgets 
3. Proposed 2016 and 2017 M&MP Capital Budgets 

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Approve, or make changes to, the attached Work Plan and/or Budgets 
and then recommend these for approval by the Board
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ATTACHMENT 1 !!

!  9



!  

!  10



!  

!  11



!  

!  12



!  

!  13



!  

!  14



!  

!  15



ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 !!

!!

!!!! !

Management and Monitoring Plan Capital Budget
For Tasks to be Undertaken in 2016

 

No Capital projects are anticipated to be undertaken in 2016, so this 
budget is $0.

Management and Monitoring Plan Capital Budget 
For Tasks to be Undertaken in 2017

 

No Capital projects are anticipated to be undertaken in 2017, so this 
budget is $0.
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM: 4

AGENDA TITLE: Continued Discussion of Work Plan to Address Findings of Laguna 
Seca Modeling Work

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager
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SUMMARY:   
As reported at previous TAC meetings the Board has retained an attorney to prepare documents to file 
with the Court regarding several issues:  (1) requesting a stay of the 2015 through 2018 Operating 
Yield reduction, (2) updating the Court concerning recent regional water supply developments 
pertinent to the Seaside Basin, and (3) updating the Court concerning the recent modeling results and 
findings concerning the Laguna Seca Subarea (LSSA) and the Watermaster’s intended work plan to 
address long-term water reliability for the subbasin. From recent discussions with Dewey Evans, the 
Watermaster’s Executive Officer, it appears that the attorney will soon be starting to prepare these 
documents.  I anticipate that he will ask for input from the TAC in preparing the proposed work plan.  
At today’s meeting I would like to try to complete development of a list of technical issues or topics 
that we feel may be useful to the attorney in that regard.  From our series of discussions on those topics 
and issues here is the list I have compiled: !

• Regarding Natural Safe Yield (NSY), it will probably not be possible to reach agreement among 
all parties on a specific number to use for the NSY of the Laguna Seca Sub Area (LSSA).  Efforts 
should focus on addressing the problem of falling water levels rather than seeking a universally 
acceptable NSY value for the LSSA.   
• Regarding monitoring wells the Watermaster should focus its efforts on protecting production 
wells, but should keep monitoring wells operational to provide data that can be used for future 
model runs. 
• Regarding performing further modeling, it would not be desirable to do this at this time, other 
than perhaps modeling to determine the location of the flow divide along the eastern boundary of 
the LSSA.  However, further modeling to look at long-term hydrogeologic issues may be desirable 
if climate change impacts are input into the model, and the Watermaster’s model is coordinated 
with the model being developed for the Salinas River Basin. 
• Regarding the eastern hydrogeologic boundary of the LSSA, it would be helpful to determine 
where the flow divide between the LSSA and the El Toro Subarea is located.  This information 
could then be used to determine if any of the LSSA wells are located east of that flow divide.  
• Regarding pumping redistribution, the Board does not wish to evaluate this at this time. 
• Regarding seeking a change to the boundary between the LSSA and the El Toro Subarea, it 
would not be desirable to pursue this at this time.  However, this decision should be reconsidered if 
future information provides overwhelming reasons to seek a change in the boundary location. 
• Regarding importing water to the LSSA, no action should be pursued at this time to import water 
to the LSSA, other than CAW’s already-planned interconnection to its Main System to provide 
water to the LSSA so CAW can discontinue pumping from its LSSA wells. 
• Regarding a means of managing areas outside the Seaside Basin, the Watermaster should 
monitor the development of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin Sustainability Agency and the 
State 

AGENDA ITEM: 4 (Continued)

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

!  22



Department of Water Resources’ development of regulations pertaining to requesting boundary 
revisions in accordance with the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, with the intent to 
collaborate with these entities as appropriate to seek solutions to the problem of falling groundwater 
levels in the LSSA.   !

TAC members are invited to add to this list any other topics or issues they feel would be helpful to the 
attorney. !

  !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
ATTACHMENTS: None

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Provide input to complete development of listing of technical topics 
and issues 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM: 5

AGENDA TITLE: Set Next Meeting Date

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
There is no TAC meeting business that needs to be conducted in October, so there will be no need for 
an October TAC meeting. !
I recommend that the next TAC meeting be held on November 18, 2015, which is the 3rd Wednesday, 
not the normal 2
Annual Report information assembled and compiled.  This should enable the TAC to have a complete 
Draft Annual Report available for review and discussion at that meeting.  In the past some items still 
could not be completed by the 2
developed. !
There will likely be no need to have a TAC meeting in December, but this will be confirmed later. !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
ATTACHMENTS: None

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Approve skipping having a TAC meeting in October and holding the 
next TAC meeting on November 18, 2015
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM: 6

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
As a regular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of 
the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity, MPWMD, 
which is performing certain portions of the work.   !
Attached is the most recent update of the Work Schedule for FY 2015. !
There are a number of things to note in this update: 

1. There will be no October 2015 TAC meeting.  The next TAC meeting will be on the 3
Wednesday of November, not the 2
Draft Annual Report completed for TAC review/approval at that meeting. 

2. The Initial Consultant Contracts for 2016 will also be presented to the TAC for approval at the 
November 18 meeting. 

3. It is being proposed to the Board that there be no Board meeting in November, and that the 
Board would meet on its normal meeting date of December 2 (1
approve a number of things including the Annual Report and the Initial Consultant Contracts for 
2016. !!!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
ATTACHMENTS: Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2015

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any 
Corrections or Additions to the Schedule
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * *

MEETING DATE: September 9, 2015

AGENDA ITEM: 6

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager

SUMMARY:   
The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others 
present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC. !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
ATTACHMENTS: None

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION:

None required – information only
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